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Throughout the Bible, we learn God has a special 
work for every person who loves and believes in Him. 
God called Noah to build an ark (Genesis 6-7),  
Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls (Nehemiah 2), the 
apostle Paul to share the gospel with Gentiles (Acts 9) and 
Peter to build His church (Matthew 16:15-19). In contrast, 
today’s culture does not emphasize a calling or develop-
ment of gifts. Rather, it teaches children and adults that 
winning, at any cost, is the most important priority.

Our worldwide culture emphasizes winning is all-
important. Adults push children into activities and various 
lessons at an increasingly early age so they have the  
opportunity to excel. In so doing, children receive the  
impression that winning is the only thing that really  
matters. Is it any wonder children sometimes cry and  
become very sad when they lose a sporting event or make 
a mistake of some kind while singing, playing or speak-
ing? They keenly sense having fallen short of perfection. 

Even young children are aware it is the one who scores 
the most points who gets the praise. It is the one who sings 
or plays the solo part who receives the accolades. These 
select individuals appropriately receive recognition, but 
all too often the others, who also have worked hard, prac-
ticed, studied and done their very best, are overlooked. 
Although the hero could not score all the points without 
the effort of the entire team, the bulk of the players stand 
on the sidelines while only the star is elevated. 

How do we help our children focus on making their 
best efforts when everyone around them seems to equate 
success with being superior to others? How do we encour-
age our children to do their very best while letting them 
know making mistakes is a normal part of life and does 
not make them inferior? What should we teach our chil-
dren about God’s perspective of this competitive world, in 
which the rewards of life appear to belong to the fastest, 
the strongest or the most intelligent?

Enjoy the activity. When children are very young, 
encourage the process or the activity, not the end result, to 
be the focal point. For example, drawing a picture ought 
to be fun. Choosing colors, creating shapes and even hold-
ing the crayon or marker can and should be enjoyable. 
The final design or composition of a 3-year-old’s picture 
ought not to matter. The parent remarks, “It looks like 
you had fun coloring,” not, “What is that?” This applies 
similarly to other activities – dancing, swimming, play-
ing ball, etc. Instead of critiquing your daughter’s dancing 
skills, talk to her about how she felt moving to rhythm and 

whether it was fun for her. By your words and example, 
encourage your child to enjoy the activity or the game 
instead of concentrating on producing a perfect outcome 
or being the winner (Proverbs 17:22).

Doing your best should be the goal. Certainly, 
as your child grows, she begins to participate in sports, 
games or other types of group activities that have winning 
or losing as the outcome. Help your child learn to play 
fairly and try hard. Doing her part well gives satisfaction, 
whether her side wins or loses. Teach your child that  
doing her best is what is important in God’s eyes  
(Ecclesiastes 9:10).

Do not measure success or failure by compar-
ing yourself with others (John 21:20-22). Focus your 
child’s attention on his own activity rather than on his 
competitors. Do not equate success with defeating some-
one else. Instances in which others give up, display wrong 
attitudes or misbehave should never be an excuse for your 
child’s misbehavior. Success is not whether a person is 
better or worse than others, but whether a person plays 
fairly and puts forth their best effort. Call attention to and 
commend the ways your child persevered. Let him know 
that his efforts are worthwhile, that who he is and how he 
participated is very important. His motivation should be 
to please the Lord Jesus, not by doing better than someone 
else, but by using his God-given skills to the best of his 
ability (Colossians 3:23).

God has planned for each person to do something 
that is very special in God’s sight (Ephesians 2:10).  
God may have given your child a musical gift, the ability 
to speak or act, an artistic skill for sewing, building or 
drawing, or the inquisitive mind of a research scientist. 
Her special role in life may not bring the world’s acco-
lades or applause, but God is very aware of the place and 
work He intends your child to fill. Encourage and help 
your child to discover, develop and use the unique abili-
ties God has created in her.

A 7-year-old child was auditioning for a part in the 
school play. His mother had misgivings and was fearful  
he would not be chosen for a part. On the day of the 
tryouts, the mother went to school to pick him up. Upon 
spotting his mother, he ran up to her, beaming with pride 
and joy. “Guess what?” he exclaimed, “I’ve been chosen 
to clap and cheer!” This child’s joyful, enthusiastic spirit 
made it apparent what his talents were. Encouraging and 
urging others on to do their best, clapping and cheering 
are valuable roles.
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The biblical definition of greatness is servanthood 
(Matthew 20:26-28). As an athlete, student, performer, 
musician, etc., your child learns to serve others. He serves 
others by setting a good example – always being a good 
sport, never fighting, cheating or saying bad words. He 
serves others when he shares his skills and techniques 
with team members. Teach your child she is great in 
God’s eyes when she allows younger or smaller friends to 
participate and have their turn. A true servant of the Lord 
Jesus rejoices with those who win and feels compassion 
for those who make mistakes.

Your child achieves success anytime he puts forth  
his best effort doing whatever God has planned for him. 
The rewards may not be immediate fame, power or pres-
tige. One day the accolades will come from the Lord  
Jesus Himself, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” 
(Matthew 25:23).


